
Young Aviators 
2011 Summer Program - August 8th - 12th

Racine, WI.

Lighting The Spark of 

Interest in STEM 
Science
Technology
Engineering

Math

Through Aviation.

For Kids Age 13 to 18

Overview
Inspired by the joy of flying and the STEM initiative, 
the Young Aviators Program  was started as a “proof of 
concept” trial effort in 2008. The basic concept, to reach 
out to Racine area boys and girls and use aviation-and 
actual flying-to stimulate interest in STEM level mate-
rial, proved to be sound and workable. The first official 
one week Summer Program was conducted in August, 
2009 at EAA Chapter 838, Batten Airport, in Racine. 
Eight kids, seven boys and 1 girl, participated. Based on 
comments from students, parents and staff, the pro-
gram was a huge success.

The 2010 program was expanded to include twelve stu-
dents, two girls and ten boys. Three Cherokee 140 train-
ing aircraft, a cast of eight flight instructors and four 
simulator instructors combined to carry out the flying 
portions of the program.  The ground school faculty 
included a PhD chemist, a retired Northwest Airline 
Captain, a former corporate Chief Pilot and a former 
engineering test pilot. A retired teacher and licensed 
Aircraft Mechanic conducted workshop training. Once 
again, the formula, the students, their parents, the vol-
unteer staff and the professional flight instructor team 
combined to make the week fun, stimulating, successful 
and unforgettable.

Program Format
Here’s how the Summer Program works:  

•	 Students receive daily innovative and enjoyable 
classroom instruction in aerodynamics, principles 
of flight, flight physics, navigation and other avia-
tion related subjects.

•	 Daily workshop periods are devoted to working 
with a variety of tools to assemble real aircraft 
components.

•	 Students learn to operate a state-of–the-art flight 
simulator that realistically synthesizes the “throttle, 
stick and rudder” requirements for basic controlled 
flight. They learn to make takeoffs, climbs, glides, 
turns, descents and landings.

•	 And then, the program highlight. Students move 
into training airplanes and fly…every day…with a 
professional flight instructor. Training hours in the 
air are logged in official Pilots Log Books and apply 
to the requirements for a Private Pilots License.



Young Aviators Program

Young Aviators Program
3 Beechwood Court

Racine, WI 53402
Phone 262-639-6452

Info@Young-Aviators.com

Program Outreach

After-School Training

In 2010, Young Aviator volunteers conducted after-
school training classes at Prairie and Park High 
Schools. In 2011, Young Aviator after-school train-
ing classes are being taught at McKinley Middle 
School on Tuesday afternoons, January through 
March. For information about other Young Aviator 
activities go to our Web Site and click on “Upcom-
ing Events.”

Want to Attend?
The 2011 Young Aviator Summer Program will be 
held August 8-12 at EAA Chapter 838, 3333 North 
Green Bay Road, Batten Airport, Racine. Applica-
tions can be found on our web site www.young-
aviators.com. Scholarships are available. Questions? 
Call 262 639-6452 or 262 716-3051

Support Opportunities
$150 -  Gap between tuition & program cost per 

Student.

$550 -  Tuition fees for one student.

$700 -  Cost of program per student.

$1000 and above - “Founding Supporter” for 
Young Aviators 2011.

$2,500- Cost of leasing and operating one training 
aircraft.

Can you help? 
Please donate on-line at www.Young-Aviators.com 
or by mail at the address listed below. Questions? 
Call us at 262-639-6452
Note: Contributions are tax deductible and are acknowledged 
in writing.

Help us “Light the Spark” by putting 
kids in the pilot’s seat to experience both 
the joy and the demands of flight.

Class of 2010 Student Comments
My experience at the Young Aviators program is 
one of my greatest memories. It was the perfect 
blend of classroom study and hands-on activities. 
The lecture sessions were taught by professional 
pilots and provided a great example of an actual 
ground school course. My favorite part of the pro-
gram was the actual flight experience of flying in 
the Racine area every day. My participation in the 
Young Aviator program has inspired me to continue 
flight training and pursue a future career in avia-
tion. Matt Derse, Sheboygan, WI.

The Young Aviator program was definitely one of 
the most exciting things that I’ve done. Not only 
did I get to learn about airplanes, which was very 
interesting but I actually got to fly them.  I had a 
great instructor too and it seemed real easy to fly 
the plane. Just the feel of flying is something I will 
never forget.  Dave Soller, Racine, WI.

Organization
Young Aviators, Inc. is a not-for-profit 501-[c]-3 
corporation registered with the IRS and the State 
of Wisconsin. The Board of Directors are men and 
women from the local business community, teach-
ers, professionals and members of EAA Chapter 
838. All are un-paid volunteers. www.Young-Aviators.com


